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SEP 1 8 2007 

CLAIM AMENDMENTS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 


1. (Currently amended) A method for communicating information to a caller on a 
telephone network, said method comprising tho stops of : 

^-generating a signal suitable for producing an audible dial tone; 

{^-transmitting said signal to the receiver of a telephone set, when said caller initially 

takes said receiver off-hook, to thereby produce said audible dial tone; and 
^superimposing an audible information message over said audible dial tone while said 

audible dial tone is produced such that said audible dial tone is capable of being 

recognized bv a wait for dial tone modem so that the wait for dial tone modem 

can commence dialing . 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein said caller is a human being or a 
modem. 

3- (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said telephone network includes at 
least one of a Public Switched Telephone Network, a Voice over Internet Protocol telephone 
network, an Integrated Services Digital Network compatible telephone network, or a private 
telephone network, 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein said signal suitable for producing 
an audible dial tone is an oscillating electrical signal. 

5. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein generating the signal 
stop (a) is accomplished with a dial tone generator comprising an oscillator circuit. 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said telephone set is an analog 
telephone set, an electronic telephone set, a digital telephone set, a Voice over Internet Protocol 
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telephone set, an Integrated Services Digital Network telephone set, or a proprietary telephone 
set 

7. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein transmitting the signal 
stop (b) is at least partially accomplished with at least one transmission means selected from the 
group consisting of a local loop, a trunk, and an extension line. 

8. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein superimposing stop - fc) 
is at least partially accomplished with an electronic circuit having a memory storing said audible 
infonnation message in digital format 

9- (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein superimposing s top (o) 
is executed and repeated periodically, for the duration of stop (b). 

10. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein superimposing step-(e) 
is executed and repeated intenxdttently ^r - fe e- dtjration of step (b). 

1 1 * (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said audible information message 
includes human-intelligible words. 

12. (Original) A method according to claim 1 3 wherein said audible infonnation message 
has the characteristic of being whisper-like. 

13. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said audible infonnation message 
is a branding-type message that identifies a provider of local telephone service. 

14. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said audible information message 
includes symbolic sounds serving to identify a provider of local telephone service. 

15. (Currently amended) A method for communicating information to a caller on a 
telephone network, said method comprising: 


Page 3 Of 9 U.S. App. No.; 10/604.701 

PAGE 5/1 1 * RCVD AT 9/18/2007 3:23:58 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/9 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:5123275575 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-54 


•SEP. 18! 2007 ' 3:15PM TOLER SCHAFFER 


NO. 749 P. 6 


generating a signal suitable for producing an audible_dial_tQne; 

transmitting sa id sipnal to the receiver of a telephone set, when said caller initially takes 
said receiver off-hook, to thereby produce said audible dial tone: and 

superimposing an audible information message over said audible dial tone ^le said 
audible dial tone is produced A mothod aoe^dk^to - claim 1 , wherein said audible dial tone has 
an associated decibel level and said audible information message has an associated overall 
decibel level such that said oven-ill decibel level associated with said audible information 
message is lower than said decibel level associated with said audible dial tone. 

16. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein at least one of 
generating, transmitting, and superimposing steps (a) through (o) is executed at a public local 
exchange or a private branch exchange, 

17. (Currently amended) A method according to claim l s wherein said telephone set is an 
Integrated Services Digital Network telephone se t, and at least one of steps - (a) through (o) io 
executed from within said Int e grated S e rvices Digital Network telephone set . 

18. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 1, said m e thod further comprising 
the steps of : 

e x e cuting steps (a) through (o) - only generating the signal after said caller initially takes 

said receiver off-hbok.raa3 
executing steps - (a) - through (c) only until said caller begins todiala number on said 

t e lephon e set 

19. (Currently amended) A method for communicating information to a caller on a 
telephone network, said method comprising the steps of: 

generating a signal suitable for producing an audible dial tone; 

transmitting said signal to the receiver of a telephone set, when said caller initially takes 
said receiver off-hook, to thereby produ ce said jtu dible dial tone; and 

superimposing an audible infonnation message over said audible dial tone while said 
audible dial tone is produced; 
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wherein said audible information message has the characteristic of being whisper-like 
such that said audible dial tone is louder than said audible information message: 
and 

wherein said audible information message is a branding-type message that identifies a 
provider of local telephone service, 

20, (Currently amended) A method for communicating information to a caller on a 
telephone network, said method comprising tho otopa of : 

{a) generating a signal suitable for producing an audible dial tone; 

transmitting said signal to the receiver of a telephone set, when said caller initially 

takes said receiver off-hook, to thereby produce said audible dial tone; and 
{e) superimposing an audible information message over said audible dial tone while said 

audible dial tone is produced; 
wherein said audible dial tone has an associated decibel level and said audible 

information message has an associated overall decibel level such that said overall 

decibel level associated with said audible information message is lower than said 

decibel level associated with said audible dial tone; and 
wherein said audible information message is a branding-type message that identifies a 

provider of local telephone service. 
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